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| Fix technical issues and improve load speed

To check how “healthy” your blog is from the technical point of view, you can scan it with a tool like
WebSite Auditor. Download the tool, create a new project and let the software collect and analyze
site’s pages.

B Update
® 783% OeEror 0 O waming ¢ @ Info: 2,893 O AT
Content optimization Technical factors Details Competitors The H1 tags
Title Keywords in H1
© Keywords in tive s #  Keyword Keyword cou... TF-IDF TF-IDF (Avg)  Keyword stuffi...
© Tide length 52 chars 1 seo software 0 0.00 1.39(1.23-.. HNo
© Mutiple <title> tags Ne 2 seotools 0 0.00 0.96(0.82 -... Mo
Meta tags 3 se0 tool 0 0.00 0.54 (0,50 -... Mo
@ Keywords in meta description tag 2

Factor status: m
@ Mem description length 145 chars
None of your target keywords are present in the page's H1 tag.
@ Multiple meta description tags No
If search engines don't see your keywords in the page's H1 text (one of the most important page elements),
o Keywords in meta keywords tag 5 they may rank it lower for your target search terms than they would otherwise.
Body How to fix:
@ Keywords in body 48 Please, make sure your target keyword(s) are present in the page's H1 text.
© word count in body 1973

Also see Keywords in <body> to make sure the rest of the page's body is not over- or under-optimized
A\ Keywords in H1 0 for your keywords.
© Keywords in H2-HB 1 For more detail on how competitors use your keywords in their H1 tags, visit the Competitors tab. If you

_ are optimizing the page for multiple keywords, it may be challenging to adjust it to all competitor
© Keywords in bold 6 averages at once. In this case, make sure it's optimized for your most important keyword (i.e., your word
count and TF-IDF for that keyword is the closest to the competitor average).
O Keywords in italic 0
@ Keywords in link anchors 2

Even if you are not tech- and SEO- savvy, try to find some time to dig through the issues found on your
website and fix the critical ones. That is crucial. Without it, none of the rest of this stuff even matters.
I'd recommend starting the audit with these factors:

© Check the resources restricted from indexing

If some pages on your blog are blocked from indexing, people won't be able to see them in search
results. So, make sure that important content is always available for indexing.

© Fix broken links and bad redirects

A few broken links here and there are not a huge trouble for your blog, but if a site has hundreds of
them, it is logical to conclude that the content has not been updated for quite a long time. Search
engines do not favor outdated and abandoned websites.

Also, check the list of redirected pages and fix long redirect chains (page with 2 and more redirects) —


https://www.link-assistant.com/website-auditor/

.¢= SEO PowerSuite SEO for Your Blog: Starter Guide

these can badly impact the indexing of your blog content.

© Optimize your blog to improve its load speed

Site speed is known to be a search engine ranking factor and for a reason - it greatly influences
user experience, something Google's crazy about. So, why risk your rankings and ignore site's
performance?

© Check structure-related issues on your blog

If you switch to the Visualization tab in WebSite Auditor, you'll see the graphical representation of your
blog:

Rebuild
Project Click depth - ¥ *
© v @
@ e ©® e T o ® -
] e e @ ] ® @ ® link-assistanteom/ .
® e & [ ] * 4
® o9 ® o Tatal pages 567
. i
P Total links 4,751
e 0@ ® ® e ©
> L]
. ® L] b . ® All pages
“ ' ® o
) @& g ® e o L @ L = ] o ®
® e ® ] @ e a L
® @ e ° @ ®
! & ™
it o o @ ® 4
B : e ® e Tl
@ - ® 5] . . ® & © L tps: /. link=asis...
u . hitps:/ fwwwlink=assistantoom /news /site=-visual . L[] hittps: link-assls.
e o * o . = Years in 2 Fadhbac
" ® ® Click depth 1 ® L s/ v link - 5508,
® ® @ ® @ ks © page 14 (fram & [ B 12 Most Comiman SEC
@ Links from page liwlp »
»
@ @ @ ® ®q
e e @ ® e @ .
@, F:) [ ]
- 9% o ® ® ® ®
@ L ™
a @ & o
<] [ 0%, * . -
Q [ L ® e ® hitps: { fwww 5515,
. L . . Mast Com
® e @
o ™ L] ™ . heps: /s |
o 3
® * L
=] o o =
-

Here you can take a quick look at the structure of your blog, check the internal links, and analyze click
depth.

Make sure that your most important posts are not more than two clicks away from blog's homepage.
This visualization will also help you plan your blog structure using the so-called topic clusters. The
topic cluster model consists of a single central ‘pillar’ page linking to multiple items of cluster content
that all link back in turn to the main pillar page.
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TOPIC CLUSTER

. Pillar content

Cluster content

Hyperlinks

If you decide to use this system, you'll need to choose the specific topic, your pillar content (and

it's going to be one of your top important landing pages too), and surround it with relevant posts
(cluster content). Pillar content and cluster content get connected via hyperlinks. And it'll be cool if
you manage to create cluster content using different formats, such as how-to guides, video reviews,
webinars, photo stories, downloadable content, etc.

© Make your blog mobile-friendly

Last but not least, make sure that your blog is responsive to different screen sizes and shapes. Again,
this impacts user experience and your search rankings and traffic.

Content optimization Technical factors

@ Pagesize 475.6 KB
€@ serverresponse time 0.2 sec
@ Too many redirects No
A Uncompressed resources 2
% Uncompressed images 5
© Uncachedresources 14
© Unminified resources 4
£\ Render-blocking JavaScripfCSs 5

@ Above-the-fold content prioritized  Yes

Page usability (Mobile)

& Mobile friendily Yes
@ viewpont configured properly Yes
@ Toosmalltext 0
A\ Too small tap targets 3
@ content outside viewport 0
@ Page uses plugins 0

Factor status:

Great job! This page is
mobile-friendly.

Since the mobile-friendly
algorithm works on a
page-by-page basis, you
should make sure that all
your main landing pages are
mabile-friendly too.
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| Brainstorm ideas, set goals, and research keywords

Now that we know our blog posts are 100% crawlable and can be accessed by users and search
engines, we can safely turn to a more “entertaining” part of your blog optimization — content
planning and keyword research.

First things first — how do you come up with new catchy ideas? If you blog on a regular basis, | bet
you've already hit the point when the words just dry up. The good thing is that inspiration may come
just as you're doing regular keyword research for your posts.

Here are the steps I'd strongly recommend you to follow before you start writing:

@ Determine the goal and the audience of your new post

For instance, your goals may look the following way:

= Getin the top 10 search results in Google for the “Best Christmas decorations ideas” keyword.

Achieve at least 50 sign-ups.

Get 1,000 unique page visitors per month.

Earn $1,500 on affiliate commissions.

Increase your social media following by 10%.

Well, you get the idea! You can keep your goals pinned on the fridge or stuck to your monitor to
remind you of what you're planning to achieve.

© Find 3-5 related key phrases that have similar search intent

How do we find semantically related groups of key phrases? Rank Tracker can help you with the task.

Say, you're in the mood for writing a post on “how to choose an apartment to buy.” In Rank Tracker’s
Keyword Research module switch to Keyword Suggestions and select Google AdWords Keyword Planner
(you may choose other sources later to expand the list) and type in your keyword — “how to choose
an apartment to buy” in our case.

After Rank Tracker finishes collecting keyword ideas, you'll see them neatly organized in groups in the
Sandbox module:


https://www.link-assistant.com/rank-tracker/
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Just by looking at these groups of phrases, | can already mark out the structure of my future post (or
posts, if it's going to be a series):

= |s buying an apartment a good investment?

= An apartment or a house — which is better?
= Questions to ask when viewing an apartment.
= Flat buying checklist.

= Apartment hunting tips.

= Things you need for your first apartment.

Not enough ideas? Then take a page that's ranking high for your topic and analyze it in the Ranking
keywords module. Here you'll see a list of keywords the site's already ranking for:
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E USA (Google = www.myfirstapartment.com Desktop rankings

& myfirstapartment.com

[ ] | SERP Features
1.7%

M7 832

-~

- Found keywords (' 1/ Search

#  Keyword Rank = # of Searches Expected Visits Competition Keyword Difficulty
16 House Utilities Cost Calculatorc... " No data 0 /A 575
17 kilchen necessities 12 1K - 10K 2,103 Medium 422
18 things to buyfor a new house 13 1K - 10K 2,103 Low 46.1
19 how fo rent your first apariment 13 100-1K 210 Low 450
20  places to shop for home decor 15 10-100 21 Medium 40.0

You can select the most relevant keywords and add them to your Target Keywords right away or look
through these keyword ideas later in the Sandbox module.

And if you need even more phrases for your posts, check out the rest of the research methods in
Rank Tracker — Autocomplete tools, Related searches, Domain Research, Related Questions, and Keyword
Combinations.

Done? Let's move on to the next step.

@ Check your keywords for traffic and competition

You should have an extensive list of keyword ideas by now, but how do you choose the 3-5 phrases
for the post? You'll need to take a closer look at keyword metrics and select the queries with the
highest potential.

Generally, you should look at:

= Search volume.
= Competition.
= Keyword difficulty.
Keywords with high search volume and low to moderate competition are the best, but sometimes

you may see that all keyword ideas have high competition. In this case, you need to dig deeper and
discover how difficult it really is to rank for this key phrase.
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In Rank Tracker go to Target Keywords > Keyword Map. Select the words you want to analyze and press
Update Keyword Difficulty.

® 628 ieyword difficult homes to buy
Rank ~  Page URL Difficulty score InLink Rank Domain InLink Rank Sies linking fo page Sites Inking to domain
1 https:ihwww Zllow.coml... 807 @ 79 e 91e 56 47082
2 hitps:ihwww zillow comi_. T4 @ 65 @ 81 e ] 47082
3 httpsiiiwww trulia.com/ 920 e g7 e 83e 5503 22057
4 hitps:hwvww. realtor.com/ 950 = 88 ® 90 & 10018 29143
5  hitps:iwww.homes.com/ g3ge 86 e 79 @ 3620 6134
6(1) hitps:ifwww. marketwatc, 2id e h/A @ 94 e 0 75693
7 https:iwww.claytonhom... B45 e 87 ® 78 880 1108
8 htips:imeney.cnn.com/.. 276 e MiA ® 100 » 4 39464
9 hitps:ihwwwwsj.comfart,., 280 # M/A @ 99 @ T 875150
10 hitps:iwww. hud.govipro... 298 » 4 34 e 5 105471

You'll see a keyword difficulty score next to each keyword — the higher the score, the harder it'll be to
rank.

© Don't forget to analyze search intent when picking keywords

When you pick your primary and secondary keywords (it's handy to manage it in the Keyword Map
module of Rank Tracker), remember that searcher’s intent behind all of these terms and phrases
should be the same so that the same content can serve it.

There are three main categories of search intent — navigational, informational, and transactional (or
commercial).

Under Keyword Map, you can assign keywords to the related pages and you can tag them as either
“informational” or “transactional”. Or set color markers if you don't fancy tags.

Keyword Groups  Landing Pages SED Analysis  Keyword Difficulty PPC Analysis Homes to buy
& All keywords k]
67.BK = orzezine Medium coopenic ® 30.424 . 25.9K copecie
= Condos ] —
& Homes to buy L] #  HKeyword #of Searches | Tags x Expected Vists KEI Competiion
= Looking for a house 1 1 homes to buy L] K- 10K | transactional 2,103 2475 ® Medium
& Real estate agents 13 2  buyhomeinusa L] 100-1K | transactional 210 0163 » High
= Ungrouped 1 3 howto buy a home L] 1K - 10K | informational 2103 2475 ® Medium
4 whatyou need to buya home| = 10-100 | informational 21 0025 » Medium
5  where to buy a home . 10-100 | informational 21 0.016 High
B buying a hame - 10K - 100K 21,029 24750 ® Medium
T bestwayto buy a home 100 - 1K 210 0248 » Medium
&  findahome to buy 100 - 1K 210 0248 » Medium
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| Create and optimize your post

Now that you know whom you're targeting and which questions you're going to answer, it's time to get
creative and write the post.

© Identify the needs and solutions for your readers

If you're still hesitating about the topic of your post, keep in mind that top 3 popular categories of blog
posts

= answer a question,
= provide a numbered list (checklist),

= provide a guide or a how-to tutorial.

Do some SERP investigation to see what Google finds relevant for your topic/keywords and see if
there are any content gaps that you can fill with your blog posts. If you find those holes and manage
to fill them with your unique content, you have a very good chance of taking over the top ranking
positions.

© Plan to add different types of content

Now you should also think about the types of content you'll add to your posts. To make your content
more useful, consider adding images, videos, graphs, polls, quotes, infographics, and links. Hard to
choose? The Content Marketing survey conducted by Ascend2 compares the most effective types of
content with the most difficult to create:

Comparing most effective types of content with most difficult to create.

u Most Effective B Most Difficult

Articles/case studies
Videos

Infographics
Research/white papers
Webinars/online events
eNewsletters
Photos/illustrations

News releases

B ; d2 Content Marketing Trends Survey, N=290
Cen - Ascend? and Research Partners, Published March 2015


http://ascend2.com/
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As you can see, case studies may require less effort than white papers, but can prove much more
effective.

@ Make your post scannable

If you can't scan the post you've written yourself, there's little chance other people will. Here's what
you can do to improve this:

= Break up your content with subheads.
= Add bulleted lists.
= Create deep captions for your images and graphs.

= Highlight the most important parts and calls-to-action.
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© Optimize on-page elements

Make sure the most important keyword (the highest search volume with moderate competition) goes
exactly matched in page's title, headline, and possibly URL.

About 173 results (0.30 seconds)

as a Ranking Factor - SEO PowerSuite

ant.com/newsfuser-behaviorfand-seo html|
Here's a little thought experiment™ for a moment, let us assumethatis not a ranking

signal. Can you think of a reason why Google employees ...

After that, you can use two to four secondary key phrases in such elements, as

10
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= content (pay special attention to the first two paragraphs),
= meta description,

= images’ alternative texts,

= subheadings,

= link anchors.

There's no absolute formula on how many keywords you should use in the post, but be careful not to
over-optimize your pages. You can get some on-page tips in WebSite Auditor.

Under the Page Audit tab (in the Content Analysis module), you will see the average keyword usage
stats of your top ranking competitors and where your website lags behind or, on the contrary, goes
overboard with keyword usage.

Update
® 78.0% @eEmor0 A\ Warming 333 () Info: 282 CJ .-\:: ;
Content optimization Technical factors Detalls Compeiitors The <title> tag
Title ° 39.3% care o]
@ Keywords intitle 1

#  Keyword TF-DF Score ~ TF-DF  TF-DF... Keyw.._ Key.. WordC.. Wor. Key.
@ Tille length 58 chars

1 SEObook TE6% » 045 0.57(. 1| 101.. 9 T Mo
@ Multiple <titie= tags No

2 SEOquide 00% s 0.00  063(. [ EETCI 9 865. Mo
Meta tags
@ Keywords in meta description tag 1
@ Meta description length 108 chars
@ wutiple meta deseription tags No URL Tite Keyward co_. TF.OF  Total word .
O Keywords in meta keywords tag 2 hittp:iwww, se0book com/ With Organic Results Below t 0 0.00 12
Body hitps:itwww.brightedge.comblogise Best SEQ Books 2017 -Top € 1 0.45 9
@ Keywords in body 5 hitps-ihwww.amazon.com/SEO-Boo Amazon.com: SEQ Book: aar: 1 0.50 7
@ Word countin body 1044 hitps-iwww amazon.comBest-Sell.  Amazon Best Sellers: Best Se 0 0.00 7
A Keywords in H 0 hiips itwitter.comiseobook?lang=en SEQ Book (@secbook) | Twitl 1 0.71 4

By switching to the Content Editor tab, you can add or remove extra keywords and see the stats
recalculated for you as you type.

11
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® 32.3% ™ major 2 Minor: &  [™ Optimized: & oA
Title Page content  Title & Meta tags
F Keywords in tille 0
™ Title length 40 chars B I U4 Y Undo € Redo B Edit Source
[M Multiple <title= tags No

MY STARBUCKS
Meta tags +

REWARDS .
F Keywords in meta description tag 1
F Meta description length 114 chars
F Multiple meta description tags No Make e\.-'ery 5|p more rewardlng'
™ Keywords in meta keywords tag 1 Join My Starbucks Rewards to earn free drinks, exclusive offers and more.
I (e
™ Keywords in body 0 ) )
™ word countin body 419
Keywords in title (o Pay with your phOHE.

And do so much more.
£ Download on the GETITOR
Starbucks UK 0 1 m @& AppStore % Google Play

After you finish optimizing the page, you can save it by clicking Save page and then upload to your
server.

© Use rich snippets and Schema markup

Some blog posts in search results just stand out way more and get clicks like crazy, right?

How to Cook Rice - Hilah Cooking
i..-: - hitps:/fhilahcooking. com/cook-rice/
" § %ok Rating: 4.9 - 9 reviews - 15 min - 169 cal
*-Il:r,-. How to cook rice without a rice cooker. Cook perfect, fluffy white rice on the stovetop,

hi-— = with tips for cooking brown rice, too.

b
Rk
L

How to cook rice recipe - BEC Food - BBC.com
hitps:/iwww. bbc.comifood/recipes/plainboiledrice_11036 -
1hr

A straightforward easy guide to getting perfect rice every time.

How to cook perfect rice | How to Cook | Delia Online

hitps:/iwww. deliaonline. com/how-to-cook/rice-and-pasta/how-to-cook-perfect-rice -

Always use a wide, shallow pan and for cooking rice for two people, the Delia Online Little Gem Frying
Pan is the exact size you will need. Because it needs a lid ...

If you have some visuals, recipes, or a good featured snippet opportunity (list posts, how-to
instructions, etc.), you should definitely add markup to your content. Check out this guide on


https://www.link-assistant.com/news/structured-data-for-seo.html
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structured data for beginners to learn which type to choose and how to implement it correctly on your
blog.

@ Proofread the post

Well, this one’s obvious. Nobody will take you seriously if you often mix up “weather” and “whether,”
or “affect” and “effect.” If you can't be careful with your words and grammar, why should anyone trust
you?
When proofreading your post, make sure you check the 3 main aspects:

= spelling,

= grammar,

= consistency.

You can also use such tools as Hemingway App and Grammarly, or hire a freelance proofreader to get
this task done faster.

13
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| Plan outreach and link building

Let's see how you can ensure your post gets the desired attention and backlinks.

© Make it easy to share your post

Don't know where to place the sharing buttons? The social sharing tool AddThis provides some insight
on this question. They recommend to:

= Pick a prominent position.

= Keep your button near the top of the page.

= Place the button in close proximity to the content being shared.
= Watch out for navigation.

= Avoid putting sharing in the footer.

= Avoid putting sharing below the fold.

Also, keep in mind that “near-zero” sharing buttons can provide negative social proof.

@ Share your post on social media and bookmarking sites

Use the power of Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Pinterest, and YouTube to let the world know your
new post's out. If appropriate, share an Instagram story or a short video on Facebook telling people
about your new guide and how it can help them solve their problems.

In addition to the popular social media networks, you may also submit your post to the social
bookmarking sites and online communities:

| |
%Y

eddit

= Stumbleupon

= Growthhackers.com

= Hacker news

= BizSugar.com
= Blogengage.com

= ManageWP.org

= Techspy.com

14


https://www.addthis.com/academy/addthis-sharing-and-follow-buttons-best-practices/
https://www.reddit.com/
http://digg.com/
https://www.stumbleupon.com/
https://growthhackers.com/welcome
https://news.ycombinator.com/
http://www.bizsugar.com/
http://www.blogengage.com/
https://managewp.org/
http://techspy.com/
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If you want to find other niche-specific sites, launch LinkAssistant, create a new project and click on

SEO for Your Blog: Starter Guide

the Look for prospects button. Select the type of link prospects you're looking for (Forums, Directories,

etc.) and hit Next.

Step 1: Select Prospect Search Method

Please select what type of link prospects you'd like LinkAssistant to search for and pick the corresponding method below. Each of the methods

offerad here gives you chances to find some new link building opportunities you'd never thought about.

7 Guest Posting

Discover blogs that allow guest posts and offer your writing
Services.

ﬂ Commenting

Find posts relevant to your keywords. Join the conversation
and link to your site.

=) Forums

Find relevant forum conversations you can join to voice your
opinion and build brand awareness.

5 Links Submission Forms

Find pages with link submission forms

Now type in the keywords related to your topic and let the tool collect the data from the Internet.

That's it!

© Place links from older posts

iy Reviews

Look for people who review products or services in your
space.

ﬁ Giveaways

Find opportunities to join giveaways and offer your products or
services there.

[[] Links Pages

Find the resource and links pages that will likely add a link to
your website.

i= Directories

Find quality business directories to get your website listed
there

If you have relevant posts that you've already published, why not put some links (and even redirects)
there pointing to the new content? That's a win-win case — people reading older posts will be able to
discover this new piece, while the search engines will index and rank the new post faster.

© Reach out to influencers

First of all, if you've mentioned a person or a company in the new post, let them know about it. You

can do that the following way:

= Send an email if you've already communicated with this influencer. Just give a heads up, don’t be

pushy about sharing your post.

= @Mention them in a tweet.

= Mention them in a Facebook/Instagram/Google+ post.

The chances are quite high that the mentioned person will share your post.

15
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The second option is to get in touch with influencers who already know you and share your content.
You'll need to use a social media monitoring tool, such as Awario, to see who's talking about you and

your blog. Create a new alert for your blog's URL or name and let the tool collect the mentions from
the whole web:

awario

Conversations ﬁ @ Jil caren
O0POO0O0BOO @

g ) AuteDMPromo ﬁ Jill Caren

their visibility. Website Auditor from @LinkAssistant is 1 Every website ouner should be doing Swebaudit frequently 1o help improve
| ¥ . s Weheife Auditor f
of our fave tools! And we have almost 4K words telling you their visibility. Website Auditor from @
we have aimost 4K words telling you wi
whyl #se0 #audit grlasl
Econtentaudit ow ky/QSCi3NIBczh

‘Websile Auditor

=tant is 1 of our fave tools! And
80 Faudit #echnicalauot

WEBSITE AUDITOR
&) O mcamn REVIEW & BEGINNERS GUIDE

... their visibility. Wabsite Auditor from @LinkAssistant is 1
of our fave tools! And we have almos! 46 words telling you
wihy! #2006 Faudit .

!

=/
@ 6 Enterprise Seo Tools Your Small Business §...
¥ears. You can use WebSite Auditor to idenbfy potential

technical flaws and to crawl your site on a consistent basis
“Link bu... read mere Manafort

.
+57 mentigns =)

() 6 Enterprise Seo Tools Your Small Business 5...

)
years. You can use WebSite Auditor to identify pobential 15K mach | EM -}

Mark out the social media accounts with the highest reach and get in touch with their owners. Once

again, there's no need to plead to share your post — instead, you should outline why this post can be
useful to the person’s followers and subscribers.
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| Summary

Now, do not expect to get instant results after you follow the above steps — most probably, you'll
need to repeat the routine for dozens of posts to see what's exactly working for you. It may happen
that you'll need about 30 minutes for keyword research and on-page optimization, and a day or two to
promote the post on social media sites and communities.

The important thing is to experiment and analyze. And then one day, you'll just see that most of your
posts keep getting new traffic, backlinks, and higher rankings.
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